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TO Ome 


MEMBER or PARLIAMENT 


Gi Ne) aay Ee 


PRESENT UNHAPPY DISPUTE 


BETWEEN 


GREAT-BRITAIN anp He COWONTES: 


WHEREIN Tt Hie 


Supremacy of the FoRMER is Afferted and Proved ; 


AVN D To & 


NecEssiry of Competiine the LATTER to PAY DUE 
OBEDIENCE to the SOVEREIGN SraTE, is Enforced, 
upon PRINCIPLES of Sounp Poxicy, Reason, and 


JusTICcE. 
al 
Unum effe debet Omnibus Pro 
Uniufeujufque & Univerforum. 





pofitum, ut eadem fit Utilitas 


Cic. de Offic. 


Hear me for my Caufe. SHAKESPEARE. 
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Printed for J. WaLTER, at Homer’s Head, Charing-Crols. 
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DEAR Sir, 


HE duty I owe his Majefty, the love 

I bear to my Native Country, and 

) a certain public principle which plays 
about my heart, all con{pire together, and urge 
me to hazard a few thoughts on American Af- 
fairs, at this moit alarmingand important crifis. 


I caNNoT promife you much novelty of fen- 


timent, the Prefs having teemed with pro- 
found and elaborate treatifes on the fame fub- 
ject for ten years paft; but as the reafonings 
of different authors either lie feattered thro’ 
avait variety of fugitive pieces, or are blend- 
ed and intermixed with matter of a foreign 
nature; and in fome inftances, perhaps, are 
moft cruelly diftorted and defaced by an evil 
party fpirit, or a rancorous diflike of thofe 
who chance to guide the helm; it may not be 
an unacceptable attempt to refcue this impor- 
tant fubjeét from all incumbrances, and to 
treat it ina clear and rational {tile of argument. 
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FLoweErs of {peech and pompous declama~ 
tion may recommend an Orator to public no- 
tice, the generality of men being commonly 
captivated by founds and manner; but a reader 
of tafte and judgment ftands aloof to ¢ran/- 
ports, and expects a train of folid reafoning to 
pour conviction on his mind, before he yields 
his affent to any propofition, or embraces any 
tenet. 


I wave frequently obferved to you, that 
the repeal of the Stamp Ac formed a kind of | 
epoch in the annals of Britifh ftory; and tho’ 
I think too liberally to fuppofe that the reign- 
ing Adminiitration of that day were influen- 
ced by undue motives to promote a dange- 
rous meafure, yet I muft be allowed to fay, 
that in my judgment our prefent diftractions 
principally flow from that fatal error. But 
whether the Stamp A& itfelf, or the hafty re- 
peal of it, occafioned our difquiets, are points 
of mere opinion, and unworthy of much de- 
bate. 


Ir is a nice and perilous experiment for the 
Powers of Legiflation to difcover, at any time, 
the leaft fymptoms of Aveaknefs or diftruft : 
Public bodies of men can alone give weight 
and ftability to their counfels by a firm, 
found, and perfevering fyftem. When the peo- 
ple once perceive any impotence in the execu- 

tion 











tion of public meafures, Government lofes dig 
nity, and finks into contempt. 7 

Ir may feem a bold affertion, but 1 am con- 
vinced, that it is fafer to enforce a doubtful 
or even a pernicious meafure, than tamely to 
yield a point, unlefs grounded upon tried expe- 
rience. 


Tue formality attending legiflative acts ; that 
awful appearance of deliberation and debate; 
the folemnity obferved in maturing public 
bufinefs; and the royal fanction of his Majefty 
to the completion of it; give fuch an air of 
confequence and dignity to the whole, that 
no caprice, no idle clamours, no {tate cabals, 
or party contentions, ought to operate with the 
leaft fhadow of fuccefs. 


Wuen the feveral Eftates of the Kingdom 
have once eftablifhed a Law, nothing on earth 
fhould be received to controul it, till the Sub- 
jects, by dutiful obedience toits mandates, place 
themfelves in a fit condition humbly to peti- 
tion or remonftrate, as the cafe may require, 
in confequence of the real and unaffected evils 
which they have experienced under a full exe- 
cution of the A&t. Here Juftice fhould never 
call in vain ; the ears of our Rulers will not be 
{hut againft the voice of Reafon; and the me- 
rit of obedience on the one hand, powerfully 

B2 and 
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_and conftitutionally demands relief and pity on 


the other. In this ftate of things, the impor-~ 
tance of Government is duly preferved; and 
confidering that all communities of men are 
formed by individuals, who are frail by nature, 
and at beit fee as thro’ a glafs darkly; the rays 
of royalty, and the fparks of fenatorial fplen- 
dour, fhine more bright and illuftrious, if pof- 
fible, in the moment of repealing an injurious 
law, and thereby compofing the honeft, pant- 
ing bofoms of anxious millions, than in all 


the ylaring difplays of authority and power. 


Bur reverfe this fcene fora moment, and 
behold the Sons of Violence fired with imagi- 
nary evils, impatient of reftraint, and illegally 
and wantonly wrefting all power from the 
hands in which our blefled Conftitution has fo 
wifely placed it. Behold the Civil Powers, 
in order to avoid atemporary evil, condefcend- 
ing to the force of Faction, and forging plau- 
fible expedients to obtain a moment’s paufe ; 
and you fee, at thefame time, the bandsof Civil 
Society are thereby loofened, diforder takes 
the lead, and conftitutional dignity is fwal- 
lowed up in the noife and fermentation of de- 
mocratic tumult. The Subject infenfibly flides 
into outrageous acts bordering upon rebellion ; 
the tone and temper of his mind undergoes 
{uch various changes, that, entertaining dif- 
truft of his Rulers, and viewing their impo- 

tence 
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tence and weaknefs thro’ the fame mirror 
that he efpies the infirmities of a naked indi-~ 
vidual, he gradually defpifes thofe he ought 
to reverence, and yields duty to the fallies of 
blind zeal, heightened by a weak and improvi- 
dent indulgence. 





Tis, my good friend, is no picture formed 
by fancy, or coloured by a warm imaginations 
but it is a genuine mines 8 a rough draught, as 
it were, of the progrefs of the human mind, 
when once permitted to ftray beyond the juft 
limits of decency and order. 


Tue body politic nay benervous andrelaxed, 
as well as the human frame; and it is no more 
poffible, under fuch a ftate, to determine that 
the fymptoms may not affect a vital part in 
the one cafeas wellas in the other. The for- 
mer, indeed, is lefs liable to become difeafed 
and infirm; but if it once contracts the fame 
diftemper, it inftantly is fubject to all the 
concomitant evils flowing from it. 





Tue hafty repeal of the Stamp Act ftands 
as a proof of the folidity of thefe reflections ; 
: and it has been attended with this additional 
inconvenience, that it has abfolutely furnifhed 
the Colonifts with more than a plaufible argu- 
ment, that Parliament doubted the extent of 
its own fupremacy: for the Declaratory Act 

| but 
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but aukwardly heals the wound, inafmuch as 
the objections to the Stamp A@ folely difputed 
the power that made it, without bringing into 
queftion the inutility, inexpediency, or ineffi- 
ciency of the A& itfelf; points which could 
not be regularly handled, unlefs the Statute had 
been fuffered to operate and take effe@. This 
capital error evidently generated another in- 
convenience; for Parliament, nodoubt, perceiv~ 
ing that the Declaratory A& was little more 
than an echo of one pafied in the reign of 
King William, found it neceflary to impofe 
certain duties; one of which, at leaft, ftands 
as amark or evidence of our Supremacy in the 
point difputed, and is now the prefent bone 
of contention between Great Britain and her 
American Plantations. 


You mutt clearlyfee, thatthe Repeal, which 
was obtained by clamour, riots, and popular 
difcontents, in the firft inftance tacitly yield- 
ed a dangerous point; confirmed the Colonifts 
in a fettled oppoiition to Britifh Government; 
taught them a pleafing leffon to dire& them 
on allfuture occafions ; and at the fame time 
entailed a difpute upon this nation, which 
might have been otherwife happily prevented. 


NoTuHING was ever more evident to me, at 
the period hinted at, than the urgent necef- 
fity of enforcing the Aé, as it would have 

fur- 
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furnifhed the Legiflature with an opportunity 
of giving relief, upon truly Conftitutional 
grounds, upon experimental evils grievous fo 
be born, whereby the matter of Right had 
been happily faved, or rather buried in eternal 
filence. 


AnoTuer evil, and not the leaft, is the 
watte of time on the part of this Kingdom ; 
for the Colonifts have been impoliticly kept 
in a ftate of continual training for mine fuccef- 
five years. Their Orators have been furnifhed 
with topics for popular harangues, and the 
mafs of the people have been taught politics, 
and the mode of being troublefome to Go- 
vernment. Nothing but.a fpirit of Indepen- 
dence has been dealt out to the Colonies, till 
fwoln with felf-importance and flattering con- 
ceits, they are now defying, as it were, “ th’ 
Omnipotent to arms ! ” and proudly and vaunt- 
ingly infulting this glorious Kingdom, her 
| venerable laws, one of the beft Sovereigns 
| that ever fwayed the Britifh {ceptre ; and by 
diftant threats of defperate rebellion, bidding ok 
defiancetotheSupremacy of this Nation, which a) 
happily extends its benign influence to the i. 
moft diftant corners of her wide dominions. 














I src you to believe, that I do not mean to 
‘hint, in the moft diftant degree, at the good 
or ill policy of the A&t under confideration ; I 

| only 








an | only with to enforce this plain maxim: 'That 


Ny | tumultuous counfels fhould on no fcore be 
a, permitted to controul the legal forms of an 
|| ef{tablifhed Civil Conftitution ; that we have 
—_ the moft ferious reafon to regret the tempo- 
if | rizing conceflions of the year 1766; and that 
YC our prefent diftractions, in a great meafure at 


l leaft, {pring from that unhappy fource. 





a. Tue Noble Lord (whofe talents and publie 
fervices cannot be too highly admired) has 
fome caufe to lament, that he yielded his rea- 











nO fon to oratorical raptures, which made him 
yn exclaim, ‘“* That he rejoiced that America 
- | refified.” Formy own part, I freely own, that 
= | if {uch words had dropped from me, and obtain- 





& ed the fame unhappy force and influenceasthey 
did from the pertuafive lips of the Noble Lord 
ia _ alluded to, I fhould remain as fixed, cold, and 
sl petrified, as the marble ftatues of his Lordfhip, 
tm pompoufly erected to celebrate his fame. 





' Tuis A&t, however, whether good or bad, 
i _ odious or expedient, was repealed with a view, 
| no doubt, to conciliate the affections of the 
Colonies, and to reftore perfect harmony and 
friendfhip. Some of the evils I have briefly 
touched ; but Imuft frankly own, that I am not 
| poffefied of materials to enable me to celebrate 
i the manifold advantages which this Country has 
| reaped from lenient and indulgent meafures. ~ 
| | [*ALAS! 
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{, aLas! move in a narrow circle, and have 
an opportunity only to obferve the motion of 
common wheels. The fine and exquifite parts 
of the Political Machine are of courfe con- 
cealed from the view of men in the humbler 
walks of life: I muft, therefore, decline that 
painful part of American hiftory which tends 
to prove the loyalty, duty, and affection of 
that people. Befides, I have no accefs to the 
papers of the Privy Council, nor any pretence 
to afk admittance into the offices of Secretary 
of State, or the Board of Trade. And thus de- 
prived of authentic evidence, lam utterly un- 
able to fet forth the many humble Petitions 
and Remonftrances the Colonifts may have 
prefented to his Majefty, accompanied with 
kind and generous offers to raife a revenue 
themfelves, in lieu of Parliamentary taxa- 
tion. It is not in my power to obtain copies 
of the meek Refolutions of the feveral Affem- 
blies on the Continent; nor can I procure 
even a fight of any public letters from the re- 
{peétive Governors, containing the grateful 
fentiments of the people, or their foft tenders 
of love, affection, and regard for their Parent- 
State. And what is fill more {trange and won- 
derful, I cannot even bribe a Crown Officer to 
furnith me with authentic copies of fuch 
honourable teftimonials, to enable me to *‘v- 
‘“< dicate their ways to men. This being the 
cafe, I thall leave this talk to Statefmen and 

C Minifiers, 
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Minifters, whoare poffeffed of all the evidence, 
and proceed to confider the merit of the Colo- 
nifts’ pretenfions, and make fuch general ob- 
fervations and reflections, as the nature and 
importance of the fubject naturally fuggeft. 


Tue lands in America have been obtained 
chiefly by conqueft or treaty, have been peo- 
pled from the Mother-Country, and, though 
no part of it, are, however, dependent and dif- 
tinct dominions, which fall properly under 
three different claffes of defcription: 1. Pro- 
vincial Conftitutions, formed under Royal 
Commiffions to Governors with fuitable in- 
{tructions. 2. Proprietary Eftablifhments, in 
the nature of feudatory Principalities: And 
3. Charter Governments, or Civil Corpora-~ 
tions. And under thefe feveral {pecies of Grants 
the Sovereignty of the Parent-State has been 
uniformly faved and referved: And by 7 and 
8 William IEE. c. 22. “ all laws, bye-laws, ufa- 
“* ges, and cuftoms, which fhall be in prac- 
** tice in any of the Plantations repugnant 
** to any Law made or to be made in this King- 
*« dom relative to the faid Plantations, {hall 
“« be utterly void and of none effect.” 


THE original Emigrants explored foreign 
lands under the immediate fanction and per- 
miffion of the King; for they poffefled no na- 
tural or independent power to commence or 

profecute 
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profecute fuch enterprizes. And although 
{ome antient ftatutes had been repealed, which 
too rigidly reftrained the Subject's free paflage 
from one country to another ; and though the 
conftant practice at this day feems to warrant 
the Subject in departing from the Kingdom 
at his pleafure; yet plain and evident as this 
liberty may feem, ‘t isan undoubted fact, that 
the King may by writ of Ne exeat Regnum, un- 
der his great or privy feal, prohibit him from 
going abroad; or by writ may command his 
return when abroad (a). Now, let us reflect 
for a moment what was the real condition of 
thefe Emigrants at the time of their depar- 
ture from this Kingdom, and we {hall find 
that they were fubjects of the King, and mem- 
bers of the realm of England, owing obe- 
dience to the feveral Conftitutional Powers 
of the Nation, and to the laws framed and 
| enacted by them ; and that they were kindly 
7 permitted to depart for their own convenience 
on profpects ot perfonal advantage. 








| As, onthe one hand, thefe natural-born Sub- 

| jects had a great variety of rights, which they 

poffeffed by virtue of their birth within the King's | 
allegiance, and which they never could forfeit by > 
any diftance of place or time, but by their own Uk 
mifbehaviour ; fo, on the other hand, their EY 
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| allegiance was perpetual at all times, and in 
the remoteft corners of the earth : and by 
| the fame rule, founded in the natute of things, 
i their relation to the fevetal Powers of that 
iH State, from the laws whereof they continued 
i) - to hold fuch valuable tights, {till fubfifted ; 
| and they could no mote emancipate them- 
felves from an implied obedience and dutiful 
Hl {ubmiffion to the Parliament of Great Britain, 
| than they could renounce or furtender their’ 
i allegiance to the King. The diftin@ duties 
\ of thefe emigrating fubjects were equally uni- 
| verfal, permanent, and obligatory at all times, 
and in all places. 

















| THE conneftion bétween the Crown and 

i the State ig likewife of intimaté a nature, 
that the former can on no Account difunite it- 
{elf from the latter ; neither can it emancipate 
A a Subject from the laws of the Parent State, 
a ---If, then, the Colonies and Mother Country 
nl are the fame Tribe or Nation of People, this 
: fimple confequence follows of courfe: That both 
! muitbe governed bythe fame S upreme Authority; 
i both acknowledge one Executive Power in the 
| King, and one Legiflative Power in the Britith 
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i Parliament. And if the cafe can potlibly admit 
i of any other {pecies of connéxion, this abfur- 
dity muft neceffarily take place; to wit, That: 
the Colonifts, who are certainly the legi- 
timate offspring of this Nation, are by fome 
7 {trange 
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ftrange magic converted into formal Ales: 


and in the room of being united by blood and 


the moft facred ties of kindred, they are arti- 
ficially erected into unnatural Confederacies, 
{trange and difgufting to a ferious mind. 


Canany man in his fenfes fuppofe, that the 
King permitted his Subjects to quit this king- 
dom to eftablith Plantations in America, and 
that fuch an act of gracious indulgence was 
intended to work any material change in their 
political condition? much leis, that they fhould 
be excluded from the great community of 
Britifh Subjects, and at once freed and dif- 
charged from all civil connexion with the 
State? Can any one perfuade himfelf, that the 
King would connive at a feparation of this 
kind, fuffer his kingdom to be drained, and 
afterwards continue his protection and fup- 
port to a people whofe children could at any 
diftance of time fet up a legal right to conteit 
the authority of thofe Civil Powers under 
whofe laws their fathers were born ; by whofe 
permiffion they were allowed to feck diftant 
regions ; and by whofe care they and _ their 
pofterity have ever fince been nourifhed and 
protected t 


Wuen the firft emigration took place, there 
was a tacit and implied condition on the part 
of the Emigrants, ‘ that they would continue 

| to 
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Er 
to att, as they would have done, had they re- 
mained inhabitants within the realm of Britain; 


for it muft be the very fummit of error and 


ignorance in any Nation to tolerate Colonies 
on any other terms. The Law of Nature 
and of Nations, the common fenfe of man- 
kind, and the reafon of the thing, all concur 
in eftablifhing this doctrine ; and one Writer, 
in particular, is clear and decifive on this 
point: ‘ When a Nation takes pofleffion of a 
<< diftant country, and fettles a Colony there, 
«¢ that Country, though feparated from the 
< principal Eftablifhment, or Mother Coun- 
“btry; naturally becomes a part of the State 
“« equally with its antient pofleflions. When- 
“s ever the Political Laws or Treaties make 
‘© no diftin@iion between them, every thing 
«© of the territory of a Nation ought alfo to 
“© extend toits Colonies.” D’Vattel. 


Tus being a fair and candid ftate of the 
cafe between the original Colonifts and the 
Parent Country, this conclufion muft be re- 
ceived as a plain conceffum: That the fons or 
pofterity of thofe Emigrants at this day can 
claim no rights, privileges, or immunities, but 
{ach as their fathers or anceftors had and en- 
joyed. They now ftand in their fhoes, and 
confequently fall by reprefentation into the 
full poffeffion of their rights. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Locke fays exprefsly, “« Ifthe fons will 
«* enjoy the inheritance of their anceftors, they 
‘¢ muft take it on the fame terms their ancef- 
<* tors had it, and fubmit to all the conditions 
‘annexed to fuch a pofieflion.” And the 
fame enlightened Writer further declares, that 
by the fame act whereby ‘‘ any one unites 
«« his perfon to any State, by the fame he 
«* unites his poffeffions ; and they become, 
“« both perfon and poffeffion, fubje&t to the 
“‘ government and dominion of that State, 
«* as long as it hath a being.” 


Havine thus briefly and plainly pointed 
out the condition of the firft Emigrants, by 
fhewing that they continued their relation to 
the Sovereign State, and were a part of the 
fame Community, tho’ feparated by a mighty 


ocean ; the next enquiry mutt neceflarily be, 


What alteration or change of their political 
condition have been wrought fince their de- 
parture, either by grants from the Crown, or 
by Parliamentary conceffions. 


I witx be bold to fay, (becaufe the fact 
warrants the affertion) that the fupreme pow- 
er of Parliament has been either exprefly and 
directly, or tacitly and impliedly, announced 
in every Grant, Charter, or public Inftrument, 
iffued by the Crown, from the original Set- 


tlement of Englifh Plantations ; and if the 


Americans 
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Americans will produce any Records in the 
face of this pofition, I will take upon me to 
fhew them their free and abfolute emancipa- 
tion from all reftraints either of King or Par- 
liament, fairly infcribed, in legible letters, on 
the back. Butno fuch Records ever were in 
being; the Minifters and Statefmen of this 
Country, for more than a century paft, hav- 
ing cautioufly, and with found policy, faved 
and referved the Conftitutional Rights of the 
Sovereign State. But even granting that every 
individual Charter has not been penned {fo ful- 
ly or as accurately as the reft; nay, allowing 
fora moment that any Sovereign of this Realm 
had even granted the claims contended for; 
{till this is certain, That the King could not 
rantmore than he pofleffed : Andno man who 
has the leaft pretence to common underftand- 
ing will dare to affert, that the Executive 
Power can yield or relinquifh the rights of 
the Legiflative. And yet this muft have been 
the cafe, and a clear furrender made of the 
whole, or the Colonifts muft abfolutely fail 
in their claim of exemption from Britifh rule 
in any cafe whatever. 


Ler us fee, ina fummary way, what the 
united Powers of the Kingdom have at any 
time done to weaken their fupremacy, and 
that abfolute authority which is vefted in 
them by indefeafible right over all the fub- 

jects 
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jects of this great and powerful Kingdom, 


wherefoever they refide, in the countries and: 
dominions belonging to the Imperial Crown 


of this Realm. 


Tue 12th Car. Il. c. 18, commonly cal- 
led the Navigation Act (made for the increafe 
of ‘« fhipping, and encouragement of the na- 
‘<< yjoation of this nation, wherein, under God, 
«¢ the wealth, fafety, and ftrength of this king- 
«© dom are fo much concerned’) {peaking of 
Englifhmen, and Englifh fhipping, explains 
them to mean, ‘“‘ the men and fhipping of 
« England, Ireland, Wales, &c. and Ame- 
< ricq.” And under the terms of this Act, 
the fhips and men of America have been 
permitted to enjoy the fame advantages with 
us; and all fubfequent Statutes confider the 
Americans as the fame people with ourfelves. 


Tue policy and wifdom of this Statute can- 
not be too much reverenced and admired; and 
being nearly coeval with the eftablifhment of 
our Colonies, evidently fhews the national 
opinion, that fuch Colonies are merely Settle- 
ments or Plantations for the advancement of 
Trade and Commerce. This A& calls to my 
remembrance the Statute of the sth of 
Richard Il. c. 3*5 which enatts, ‘‘ That none 


* Ann, 1331. 
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‘ of the King’s fubjeéts thall carry forth nor 
“‘ bring any merchandifes, but only in fhips 
“* of the King’s allegiance:” And this AG 
having pafied long before the fettlement. of 
Colonies, may be confidered as the fir(t Eng- 
lith A@ of Navigation, and probably the 
ground-work and foundation of the famous 
Navigation A& in 1660. My Lord Bacon 
obferves, there are but three things which 
one nation felleth to another; <“* the Commo- 
“* dity, the Manufacture, andthe Veéure or 
** Carriage ; fo that if thefe three wheels go, 
*€ Wealth will flow as a {pring-tide*.” Now, 
Jet any man read 12 Car. Il. c. 18, and he 
will find, that the grand object of the Legif- 
lature was to fecure the Plantation-trade, and 
the vecture or carriage of the Commodities from 
thofe countries. And hence it is clear bevond 
a doubt, that the original idea of Colonies 
was the Settlement of diftant Territories Sor 
the advancement of Trade and Commerce. It is 
therefore manifeft, that thefe early provifions 
indicated a {pirit of rule and dominion 3; and 
being coercive upon the people in the Plan- 
tations, in relation to the exportation of their 
produce (their firft and moft important con- 
cern), no doubt can remain, that the Legifla~ 
ture confidered them as fubordinate and de= 


pendant parts of the Englith Empire, fubject 


* Vol. is p. 466, 
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to commercial regulations, and liable tobe 
modelled and governed, in all re{pects, as the 
wifdom of Parliament fhould, from time to 
time, think proper to direct. 


ONE point very obfervable in this At is, 
That the Legiflature viewed the Colonifts as 
part of the great Community of this Nation, 
becaufe the 2d Section provides, that *« Aliens. 
‘* fhall not exercife the occupation of Mer- 
‘¢ chants or Factors in the Plantations;” and 
both the menand fhips of America have under this 
Statute uniformly enjoyed the fame privileges 
in common with ourfelves. But to make 
this point {till more evident, the 15 Car. II. c. 
7.1. 5, exprefles, that <‘ in regard his Majef- 
“* ty’s*Plantations beyond the feas are inha- 
** bited and peopled by his Subjects of this 
*< his Kingdom of England; therefore, for 
‘* the maintaining a greater. correfpondence 
and kindnefs between them, and keeping 
them ina firmer dependance upon it, &c. &c. 
** and thereby making this Kingdom a ftaple 
‘** not only of the Commodities of thofe Plan- 
‘© tations, but alfo of the Commodities of 
* other Countries, and places for the fupply- 
ing of them; and it being the ufage of 
‘*¢ other Nations to keep their Plantation- 
“© trade to themfelves,” enacts, &c. 
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1 Tse 18th Seé?. which prohibits the plant~ 
ii, ing of Tobacco in England, calls the Colo- 
nies by the emphatical name of Exgli/b Plan- 
tations in parts beyond the Seas; which ap-- 
WM pellation is certainly expreflive, that the Le- 
i giflature ever confidered them as one and the 
Mt fame people with ourfelves, and parts and 
i! members of the Britifh State or Community 
at large. 
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THE 25¢/ Car. II. c. 7, impofes duties upon 
i the Commodities of the Plantations before 
they could export them; which is undoubt- 
edly, to all intents and purpofes, a clear Re- 
i) venue Tax. And if any man will confult the 77. 
| and 8th William and Mary, the 11th Wiliam 
i Iil.c. 21. 3dand 4th Ann.c. 5 8th Ann. 
c.13. the st George Il.c. 7. and 1374 George 
Il. c. 4 will find the cleareft traces, and the 
fulleft exercife of Sovereign Authority and Par- 
il liamentary Interpofition with refpect to the 
Wh Plantations, that the wit or ingenuity of 
i! man could poffibly devife, or the circum- 
i {tances and fituation of both Countries de- 
Hil mand or require. ‘Phe various Publications 
i with which the Prefs has been crouded for 
many years paft, having fully ftated and ob- 
it ferved upon the feveral provifions and regula- 
Mh tions of thefe Acts ; I, therefore, content my- 
ij felf with barely naming them in the lift of 
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ty of this Nation over thofe diftant domi- 


nions belonging to the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain. 


Many writers on this fubject have, in my 
apprehenfion, greatly miftaken matters, when 
they have made a diftinétion between an in- 
ternal and external tax; for duties laid on 
American produce beforeexportation are fi urely 
a tax, and a freer exercife of Parliamentary 
jurifdiction than a tax on commodities that 
are not of the growth of thofe countries: and 
all the elaborate reafoning on actual and virtual 
| Reprefentation is, in my opinion, rather fo- 
reign to the point in queftion ; which will be 
much better explained, by afking only, What 
are the people in the Colonies ? and requiring 
a plain, unambiguous an{wer. 


Tur Americans, then, can only be con- 
fidered as Britifh Subjects, ftanding in the fame 
relation to one Supreme Power in like manner 
as their fellow-fubjects actually refiding with- 
in the Realm; and if the Supreme National 
Affembly have not an equal and extenfive 
authority, in all poflible cafes where the exer- 
cife of it may become neceflary, over the Peo- 
ple of both Countries, and their Property and 
Poffeffions, this palpable abfurdity muft in- 
ftantly occur: That the Americans are not @ 
part of the Britith State and Community, and 

there- 
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therefore mutt fail in {upporting their right or 
claim to the lands they cultivate, the laws they 
embrace, or the benefits they enjoy in common 
with ourfelves. But the fa@ is, that they are 
part of the Britith State, and of courfe arefubject 
to the fame Supreme Authority ; fortwo Supreme 
Powers cannot potibly fubfiftin the fame 
dominions : and-if the Colonifts are indepen- 
dent of the Mother Country zz any one parti~ 
cular, then mutt this moft grofs abfurdity, of 
all others, take place—That there may exiftin 
the fame Empire two diftinée and fu- 
preme Powers. In every nation there mutt 
be one unlimited and uncontroulable autho- 
rity lodged fomewhere ; and there muft like- 
wife be one general univerfal obedience to that 
Body required of every individual perfon in 
the empire ; and the bare idea of a State With- 
out a power fomewhere vetted to alter every 


part of its laws, is the height of political 
abfurdity* , 


Tue grand fecurity of the Colonies con- 
fifts in that very dependence which they have 
been lately taught to difpute and reject ; and 
nothing can tend more to endanger the happi- 
nefs and profperity of England and America, 


than contending that they are in any inftance 


whatever a diftinét or feparate people, 


* Warburton’s Alliance, 195. 
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ir is amazing to me, that men of fenfe can 
be fo idle to fuppofe that a Nation can have 
fubordinate dominions without a power as 
wide and extenfive as the Empire, for the 
purpofe of giving life and vigour to the whole, 
The very nature of Government requires it; 
and the neceflity of fuch a power arifes from 
the number and variety of our Colonies ; 
which being altogether independent of each 
other, and their refpetive interefts frequently 
drawing contrary ways, one common Head is 
abfolutely neceflary to direét and guide the 
whole, and to enforce general meatures for 
the good of all. Nay, if fuch a vital leading 
principle was wanting in any State, to bind 
her feveral connéxions and dependencies to-_ 
gether in one clofe band of union, and to put 
them in one regular motion on great emer- 
gencies, fuch a State could have little reafon 
to pride herfelf in the extent or number of 
territories, which could at any time counter- 
act and defeat the general counfels of the So- 
vereign State, | 


To talk of a Supreme Power, and to {trip 
it of the right of Taxation, is downright 
nonfenfe; for if the one does not draw the 
other to it, ’tis an empty name, and a pom- 
pous fhadow. But a Tax is fo effential a part 
of Government, that it is, in fa@, the grand 
Prerogative of Legiflation to impofe it. The 
Americans 
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Americans are complaifantenough toown, that 
Great Britain is fupreme in all points but that 
of taking money out of their pockets without 
their own confent; which is, in fubftance, re- 
taining a power in themfelves to render the 
refolutions of the Sovereign Jurifdiction of 
no effec: for if the Supreme Authority can 
only form plans, and they are to look elfe- 
where for refources to compleat them ; that 
Body who raifes the fupply indifputably con- 
trouls the other.—And here arifes a fine fole- 
cifm in Politics—An Imperium in Imperto; an 
Inferior vefted with a power to render null 
and void the aéts of the Superior. 


No fuch abfurdities as thefe, thank God, 
difgrace our noble Conftitution, though fuch 
notions have crept into the heads of Popular 
Declaimers. Sovereign Power implies a right 
of Taxation, and the one cannot fubfift with- 
out the other. If the Parliament of England 
were to yield this point, which is of the very ef- 
fence of Sovereignty, and fay, that for general 
purpofes they could not command the purfes 
of the Colonifts, but muft feek for fupplies 
from themfelves ; this conceflion muft ope- 
rate as a full abdication of the Powers of Go- 
vernment, and a compleat furrender of Supreme 
Authority. For let men mince matters as they 
pleafe, or put what colours they can upon the 
fabject, thisisan uncontrovertible faa, That the 

Body 





— EEE 














hie. <] 
Body which ‘in any State has the power of le- 
vying Money, is, p/o facto, Supreme, 


Tuts difpute concerning Taxation feems 
to me to be carried by the Americans to a 
moft unreafonable exce{s ; for the fact is, that 
America has actually been taxed by this Coun- 
try from the firft eftablifhment of Colonies. 
We have laid Duties on their own produce 
before they could export it ; we have impofed 
Duties on our own commodities, which the 
confumers in the Plantations confequently 
paid ; we have made regulations affecting 
their property ; and, in fhort, have exercifed 
every branch of Dominion over them, fo far 
as policy and particular emergencies have from 
time to time required. Now, what mighty 
difference does a change of terms make, or a 
varied mode of Taxation? The fubftantial en- 
quiry is, Whether we have taken money out 
of their pockets by any legal impofitions ? 
And if we have done fo in one way, we mayda 
it in any other way which the wifdom of Par- 
liament may think proper or expedient. 1 
never. could underftand the diftinction between 
Impoft Duties, and internal Taxes; becaufe 
every Tax impofed as a regulation of Trade, 
may incidentally produce a Revenue; and if 
a Tax has fuch a two-fold operation, it is, 
perhaps, a very favourable circumftance to 
mark the wifdom of thofe who aevifed it. 
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STRIP the fubje& of all artificial reafoning; 
avoid the allurements of fplendid declama- 
tion; withftand the temptations of party- pre- 
judice, ftudied and plaufible harangues; and 
diveft it of all doubtful, dark, and ambiguous 
terms; and no propofition can be more felf- 
evident, or more ealily reconciled toreafon and 
common fenfe, | 


Tue Colonifts, indeed, complain that we 
tax them without their confent. But if this ob- 
jection is folid and fubftantial, it muft hold 
with equal force againft every Act of the 
Britifh Legiflature, as well as on the head of 
‘Taxes; for it isa fundamental principle of 
our Conftitution, that no man is bound by 
any law to which he does not give his confent, 
it is fufficient to obferve in this place, that 
very few perfons in England reprefent many 
millions; and yet it is as certain that every man 
in the Kingdom is a@tually taxed; and the 
people in America are in no worfe condition, 
(bating a few local circumftances which no 
one can help,) than the four or five millions of 
perfons in England who neither vote for or 
fend Members to Parliament. 


THE idea of Reprefentation has been fo fully 
difcuffed, and proved to be a mere fpeculative 
‘notion, that nothing remains ‘to be faid in re- 
lation thereto. I fhall therefore only hint, by 

| the 
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[a 4 
the way, that Members of Parliament, in con~ 
titutional language, are not ftiled the Repre- 

_fentatives of the People, but the Commons in 
Parliament, as all the old writs, records, and 
{tatutes will prove, to the fatisfaction of any 
fober and inquifitive enquirer. 














‘Tue only perfons who can properly be call- 
ed the People’s Reprefentatives, are the King, 
Lords and Commons, as the Grand National 
Council ; but none of them individually or 
feparately fall within that defcription in the 
language of our Conftitution. Under this idea, 
therefore, thefe combined and fupreme Powers 
certainly reprefent every fubject throughout 
the King's Dominions, as to all general pur- 
pofes, and as a part or member of one National 
| Community ; for the American Parliaments or 
Affemblies are merely for the regulation of 
the Civil Police and Government of their re- 
| {pective Colonies, and cannot poffibly extend 
: their views beyond the limits of their own ju- 
rifdiGtion ; neither can they aflume to them- 
felves a right to intermeddle in relation to the 
eeneral concerns of the State. Thefe different 
Reprefentations, therefore, are eafy to be re- 
conciled, when we keep in remembrance the 
diftine& offices of each. The Sovereign State 
ftands as the grand fuperintending, all-direct-. 
ing, and uncontrouled ‘Reprefentative of all 
the Subjects in every quarter of the King’s 

| ee ae Dominions ; 
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i _ Ir this is a jut reprefentation of the cafe, as 
> ih T truft it is, the folly of calling into queftion 
the Right of Parliament mut be equally clear 
and manifett ; becaufe, to admit the Sove- 
| reignty of the Mother-Country over the 

Colonies in certain cafes, and to deny them 
the exercife of a power which is alone the 


ae Dominions ; whilft the minor or fubordinate 
a Powers of each Colony act in like manner for 
li the local purpofes of their own particular 
vay i 

a State, 
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| | life and {pirit of it, is Judere cum Jfacris ; for 

4 | if Sovereignty can in any manner be controul- 

y, t ed or counteracted, it is 4 bubble of air, a 

at {plendid affeGation of fomething that, in ef- 

A i fect, means nothing, 

i THERE is fomething inexpreflibly ridicu- 

; lous in the whole condu@ of the Americans, 
q | about queftioning the Rights of Parliament 
es in any cafe whatever, inafmuch as thefe dif-. 
i tant and fubordinate parts of the Britith Em- 

| pire thereby aflume to themfelves a right to 





| explain and limit the nature and extent of the 
i Supreme JurifdiGion. Befides, new abfurdi~ 
iii) ties arife to puzzle and perplex us; for to 
quettion the Rights of the Sovereign State, is 
to oppofe themielves as Equals ; and where a 
wl difference of fentiment prevails, how muft 
Vl fuch a conteft be finally decided? IF there 
14 . is: 
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ig really a Supreme Power in any State, who 


can judge of their Rights but the Power that 
2s Supreme? The Members of the Commu- 
nity at large have ho pretence in reafon or 
juftice to interfere in matters of this nature : 
for that would be to commence Fquals at 
leaft, and to wrett all power from the hands 
of thofe where the Laws and Conftitution had 
wifely placed it. Suppofe then difputes 
run high, what muft be done? No umpiré 
can be called in, as in ditferences between oné 
nation and another; neighbouring States have 
nothing to do in fuch a cafe, thefe being civil 
difputes between the Governors and Govern- 
ed of the fame State or Empire.—Things be- 
ing in this fituation, whet can be done wher 
the fubjects. grow impatient of controul, and 
attempt to diflolve the Powers of the Confti- 
tution? ‘There is only one alternative that } 
can difcover: The Supreme Power muft main- 
tain its own Authority, if it has ftrength to 
do fo; or it muft tamely yield and relinguith 


its rights to the bold invaders who demand 
them. 


Wuart I confider, alfo, as ridiculous in the 
conduct of the Americans is, that they thould 
prefume to difpute a right which they have not 
firength to wreft from us. Power is very ofteri 
the witima ratio; but to queftion the rights of 
“Government without the ability to engage in 
fuch 
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fuch a conteft, is the perfection of folly and 
madnefs. 


Pacra Conventra can only take place 
amongit independent States, and then fome 
third Power becomes neceffary for the pur- 

ofe of folving doubts, enforcing obedience, 
explaining difficulties, and reconciling dif- 


putes between the ftipulating parties. But who 


ever heard before thefe days, that dependent 
andinferior branches of one great Empirefheuld 
call into queftion the fundamental powers of 
the Sovereign State, whole exiltence as fuch 
depends altogether upon the pollefiion of thofe 
very rights and privileges which they fo ar- 
rogantly deny and conteft ? 


Remove this great badge and characteriftie 
mark of Sovereignty, and you tear and 
end the Britith State into a thoufand pieces. 
its own immenfe weight will finally deftroy it ; 
and ourdependencies, thus crumbling from the 
grand mafs to which they were fo happily 
united and cemented, will fall an eafy prey to 
the feveral Powers which may choofe to 
{fcramble for them. 


I witty allow for a moment, that the local 
circumftances and fituation of the Americans 
deprive them, perhaps, of fome few advan- 
tages under the prefent fyftem of Britifh Re- 

preifen- 
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prefentation ; but will any man fay, that cer- 
tain inconveniencies refulting from diftance, 
and divers other caufes allotted by Providence 
in the general diftribution of things, can 
juitity the Colonifts in reje@ing a Conttitu- 
tion which their fathers were born and bred 
under, merely becaufe it is not perfec? ; when, 
perhaps, it may be aflerted with the greatett 
truth, that no Conftitution equals it on the 
habitable globe ? What was the cafe of cer- 
tain Diftriéts or Platinates in England before 
they had a right to fend Members to the Bri- 
tifh Parliament? They were taxed like other 
people, and patiently fubmitted till fome re- 
lief could be granted them, upon a humbie. 
sepretentation of their cafe in a regular and 
conititutional way. 


Tur Colonifts purfue a different courfe, 
They neither propofe to raife a fum certain in 
their own manner, nor pray a f{pecial Repre-_ 
{entation of the Colonies in the Britith Senate. 
They will neither tax themfelves, nor fuffer 
us to do it; and they, in effea, deny and re- 
nounce Britifh rule in all cafes, except in 
fuch inftances as relate to their own preferva- 
tion and defence. They gracioufly allow us to 
drive the French from their borders, to give 
them. elbow-room ; to aid them in critical mo- 
ments againit the various tribes of Indian 
nations that f{urround them; they moft cour- 
teoufly 
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il tcoufly receive our fleets to convoy their trade 
i in time of war, and to cover and protect their 
coafts ; they chearfully lay claim to our laws, 
becaufe no others equalthem ;they fet up their 
kindred to us, that they may be entitled to 
the full and abfolute rights of Britith fubjects ; 
but they renounce and totally difclaim all 
Britith reftraints, as yokes and burtbeus tog 
troublefome to bear, 





Tur Colonifts found their pretenfions upon 
a feore of arguments, and they fly from one 
ground to another, like the Zzdzans from tree 
to tree—At one time they puzzle the caufe 
by ftale rehearfals of the Rights of Nature, 
and nothing lefs than a long catalogue of thofe 
will give content: And when they find that 
Britith fubjects, like all others, have abridged, 
and even relinquifhed thefe darling rights for 
the fweets and comfortable repofe of {ocial life, 
away they hurry to the noble principles of Eng~ 
hifh Liberty. Here likewife the American finds 
himfelf perplexed ; for if he claims it as his 
right, he thereby ftamps himfelf a Briti/h 
Subjedt. He mutt receive its four as well as its 
{weet part, in the very condition itis; and he 
admits, when he accepts it, thofe very laws in 


which this Ezglijh Liberty can alone be found. 



































ANoTHER contradiction now prefents itfelf 
to our view, That the Colonifts fhould embrace 
a fyfteny 
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a fyftem of laws made by thofe very Powers 
of the State, whofe jurifdiction they difpute ; 
which is at once to admit the jurifdition, 
and in the fame breath alfo to deny it. 


Here, again, they find themfelves feverely 
pinched in point of argument; for every 
Britifh fubject, wherefoever refident in the 
King’s dominions, muft look up to one and. 
the fame fupreme State Power, which is the 
Britifh Parliament, whofe {uperintendency ex- 
tends to each individual, and to the minutett 
{pot of the Britifh Empire. 


Tue Americans, with a great fhew of loy- 
alty and regard; acknowledge his Majefty to 
be their rightful Sovereign. And here, as 
before, they muft find themfelves entrapped. 
What Power eftablithed the fettlement of the 
Crown of England, and of courfe gave them 
a. King, whom they thus fo properly ac- 
Knowledge ? Was it not the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, whofe rights they would fritter away 
by a thoufand fubtleties and fenfele{s evafions ? 
And can there be a doubt after this, that if 
Parliament can exercife this moft eminent 
act of Power and Sovereignty, and fix upon 
a King to rule and govern them, that they 
cannot take a few fhillings out of their pockets 
for great and general purpofes, to mature and 
perfect the grand fchemes of Public Govern- 

F | ment, 
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V ment, and to advance and promote the interett 










































| of all thofe who are within the pale of Britith 
a Rule? 
aaa 
N i By what right do the Americans hold their 
1 lands, but under the Great Seal of England, or 
a by authority derived from it ? Every acre, there- 
om fore, which they poffels, is as parcel of the Realm 
| j i of England. And what are the quit-rents which 
/ M they pay, but fo many acknowledgments to the 
. i Crown for the poffeffion of their lands ? And in 
. | this inflance they likewife pay what is a Tax and 
7 Revenue. 
Ye i In fhort, America muft recognize the Legif- 
a a lative Power of this Kingdom in its full latitude, 
r 4 or fet themfelves up as Independent States. 
At ; Ir is very certain, that the difpute, from its 
7 4 fr commencement, has wore different com- 
A ' plexions ; and the Colonitts were fome time a20 
a ‘ very willing to admit the Power of Parliament 


for Commercial regulations: but the lenity and 


‘ 


forbearance of this Kingdom having been mif- 
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| taken for timidity, or want of power; and Fac- 
_ tion at the fame time co-operating with their 
mw own inclinations ; they have vainly confidered 


temporary indulgences as evident concetlions, or, 
ic "si : 

at leaft, as doubtful iymptoms of the right of 

Parliament to bind them in any cafe whatever. 

Hence it is, they have moved the argument from 


{tage 
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ftage to ftage, and at length difcovered in them- 
felves a ftate or ripenefs for abfolute independ- 
ence. Thus it was in the commencement of the 
Civil Wars, in this country, above a century avo: 
not a man fufpected that fo dire a cataftrophe as 
happened wouid ever take effe&; the ringlead-~ 
€rs never once meditated a fcene of fo tragical a 
nature. Great fuccefs in ftrugeles for Liberty, 
and acontinued feries of contention for twelve 
years together, gradually produced fuch changes 
and revolutions in men’s minds, that in a mo- 
ment, as it were, they found themfe!ves {tecled, 
and prepared to plunge into any depth, and free- 
ly to adopt any defperate plan of ation: and 
this is the natural progrefs of the human mind, 
under certain circumitances, in all ages, and in 
all countries, | 

THe Americans have now learnt their error 
in admitting certain rights; and from the delay 
that has taken place to bring the point to a clear. 
decifion, they now boldly and openly deny that 
we have any power at all. They oppofe your laws; 
compel your officers to refign their commiffions; 
erect new and unheard-of tribunals; call Con- 
grefles ; appoint Committees ; make dangerous 
Refolves; carry on fecret corre{pondence; connive 
at illicit and clandeftine trade 3 purchafe goods 
from your rivals, as far as their ready cath will 
extend ; and fupply their other wants by abu- 


fing the indulgence of that body of men, who, 3 
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| by their generous credit and unexampled gens~ 
yO rofity, may be called the Builders of their Towns 
4] | and Cities, and the Founders of their Opulence 
a. i and Greatneis, 
i 
i THEY prove to us, that it is in their power to 
iH unite in oppofing the operations of our laws, but 
a not in framing and prefenting a dutiful and af- 
/a fe&ionate Addrefs to the States of this Kingdom, 
| (| or in making fome becoming advances, and pav- 
4 ing the way for a reconciliation mo/t devoutly to 
a be wifhed. They want. genius to contrive, and a 
mn | pregnant wit to devife, a plan of conciliating 
Ag meafures ; they proudly keep aloof; and whilft 
| we have been cautioufly adopting lenient mea- 
VA i fures, they have been feduloufly employed in 
7 | projecting our total ruin, and ignominious down- 
y 
a | I must own, that I have difcuffed this fub- 
Ay \ ieGt with fome degree of warmth and freedom ; 
"A kT ‘but I truft you will fee, that this is no time for 
| i blandifhments, flattery, or improvident conceal- 
| ments. There is an internal heat preying upon 
1 the vitals of our bleffed Conftitution; and the 
1 only confolation at prefent is, That we are at- 
a tacked by our Children, in a time of profound 
| ; itl peace and public tranquility in Europe. 
Ww 
Tue good Providence of God feems to af. 





ord us in this circumftance a gleam of hope, 


é that 
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¢hat by a due attention to, and improvement of, 


this happy moment, we may be enabled to avert 
the dangers that furround us. 


Tur weight and confequence of this fubject 
call for the moft awakened attention of Parlia- 
ment; and fo much depends upon the wifcom 
and firmnefs of its deiiberations, that it may 
fairly challenge, in point of magnitude, difficul- 
ty, and importance, any other fubject which for 
6oo years has ever undergone debate in the 
Britith Senate. 








In moft public deliberations there will be 
found perifons, who, through caprice, a fpirit of 
oppolition, and fometimes a diflike to the reign- 
ing Minifter, will attack any meafure, becaufe 
planned by Adminiftration ; and on many occa- 
fions fuch a proceeding may be matter of pure 
indifference ; But onthisgreat queftion it is hoped 
all party {pirit will be laid afide ; that, however 
gentlemen may vary in their fentiments about 
modes or plans of doing things, they will 
be united in this opinion, That their own 
{upremacy muft be maintained and fupported, 
and fomething effectually and inftantly done to a 
put it out of queftion. This is no period for ex- td 
pedients or temporizing {hifts ; the bufinefs muft 
be at once put into a train of final decifion, or 
this Kingdom is undone, 
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I write with no fpirit of refentment, but 
as myim ind is informed ; and J fincerely believe, 
that my apprehenfions are not extravagant or 
wild. My love for the Empire at Jarge induces 
me to offer thefe fentiments, as well to appeale 
my own mind, as to fatisfy myfelf that I have 
cait my {mall mite into the common ftock, ata 
crifis when the thoughts of different men may 


e 
be of real fervice, 


Luv it be remembered, that when the ancic 
ent Komans had occafion to efteblith regulations 
in their Provinces, it was not a mob in Italy or 
Gaul that diated the terms; it was the power- 
ful thunder of the Forum, and the Capitol of 
Rome, that bellowed obedience and fubmiftion 
through all the Empire. 


I rrarrer myfelf, that fufficient. has been 
{aid in fupport of the Supremacy of this Country, 
which appears to be founded in reafon and the 
nature of things, in the neceflary relation fub- 
fifting between the people of both countries, in 
uniform practice grounded upon that of other 
nations in fimilar cafes; and that our Statutes, 
as wellas Royal Charters, announce this {upreme 
right, or clearly referve it. And I think it is 
equally evident, from the long catalogue of in- 
{ults offered to this Nation, that the Colonitts, 
(to {peak in the pious and humble words of the 
Conteflion of our Holy Church) « have done 


“< thofe 











bly gainfay) that numbers of people in this Coun- 


| Loo | 
« thofe things whieh they ought not to have done, 
«« and have left undone thofe things which they 


ought to bave done.” 


In this place it may not be altogether foreign 
to confider, how it has happened that the Ame- 
ricans are chargeable with fuch fins of omitiion 
and commiftion; for I have fo much charity to 
believe, that they muft inwardly feel their boloms 
Jean'to this Country, whofe offspring they are. 
It is morally impoffible that their hearts can be 
fo flinty and obdurate, but the foft /ic// voice of 
Natural Affe@tion muft whifper a few gentle af- 
pirations ! Oh! there isa powerful eloquence in 
Human Nature that will not be refifted, though 
faction and clamour, impatience and refentment, 
may feem for a time to withftand its operations. 
And I am the more inclined to entertain thefe 
fentiments, becaufe the oppofition of that people ts 
fo far from being pure and original, and {pring- 
ing folely from themfelves, that it is a notorious 
and indifputable fact, that fince the Repeal of 
the Stamp A@, many of the Letter-writers and 
Correfpondents of the Colonifts on this fide of 
the water have, from time to time, given them 
the moft fanguine expectations that every bone 
of contention would be affuredly removed, if 
they continued firm and inflexible in their refift- 
ance of our public meafures; and I am war- 
ranted to fay, (what no man in truth can: poffi- 
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try have not only exhorted them to oppofe us, 
but even aided, comforted, and afforded them 
pernicious leffons of advice, how they might 
moft effectually and fubftantially refift us. Thus 
emboldened and encouraged, warmed and fpi- 
rited by infenfible degrees, flattered by vain hopes, 
and lulled into fecurity by falfe gloffes and vain 
fophiftications, it is no matter of wonder that 
they have yielded to the fyren tongues of thefe 
enchanters, and embraced a plan of oppcfition 
far beyond their primitive withes or ideas. 


Bur what fhall be faid to fuch unnatural 
aiders and abettors? Is it any mitigation of their 
offence to fuggeft, that they have been led to do 
fo bythe allurements of private gain, or the temp- 
tations of profitable commerce? Or have thefe 
baits been thrown out to obtain a breathing~ 
time, and to give them an opportunity to con- 
tract their views in that Country, and to draw 
from thence the balances of Trade? It is ten 
to one, but fome fuch motives have influenced 
their conduct. And as, on the one hand, we are 
glad to find fome excufe for the deluded Colo- | 
nifts, we cannot too much defpife the felfith 
machinations cf interefted men, and their parri- 
cidial defigns againft this Nation, as a great com- 
mercial State, on the other. 


Let fuch people examine their Letter-bookss 
let them commune in their own hearts, and 
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be frill; and let them in fecret reflect what a | 
flame they have kindled; and how they have 
alienated the minds of thofe whom it was their 
duty to appeafe and foften, conciliate and, if 
poffible, attune ; and they muft firike their pen- 
' five bofoms in a fit of contrary and contending 
paffions, atid inftead of repining at the tempo- 
rary evils which may arife to them in fettling 
a difpute fomented by themfelves, they will 
mildly and temperately bear prefent inconve- 
| niencies, whilft they aid his Majefty’s Councils 
| in fupporting the juft rights of his Empire, and 
: maintaining its exiftence as a State. 
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No matter from what caufes evils do arife, 
or whether they can be refolved into igno- 
rance or low defign; but when they happen 
| from any caufe whatever, it is incumbent upon 
| the authors of them to offer up, at leaft, a fin-of- 
fering, and to ftrengthen thofe hands which 
before they had unduly weakened or reftrained. 











'Tury have a good and fufficient reafon at 
hand to fpare their cenfures of Adminiftration, | | 
when they call to mind that they have thus {e- 
cretly and infidioufly counteracted thofe meatures 
which the wifdom of the Nation judged fit in 
maintenance of their dignity and honour. 
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MatTTers are now brought into that unhappy : Vi 
fituation, that the honeft induftry and applica- 
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f 42 | 
tion of every true lover of his Country are re- 
quired to bind, if poffible, the wounds of our 
luftrious Empire. And for that purpofe we 
fhould difclaim all party connexion; ftifle, if 
potlible, the calls of intereft, too apt to feduce 
us into error; forget, if we can, former pre- 


judices, which, when they once faften on the 


mind, lead it far from. its proper courfe: And 
we are moft efpecially called upon at this junc- 
ture (if. the love of the State at large bears any 
rule in our hearts) to aid and affift our gracious 
Sovereign (who can have no intereft infeparable 
from ours), in healing this dreadful breach, and 
at the fame time faving the refpect due to us 
as Head of the Britith Empire, and in bring- 
ing back our untoward Children to a becoming 
fenfe of dutiful obedience; whereby the fubjects 
of both countries may enjoy thofe manifold and 
mutual benefits which were originally in idea, 
upon the firft eftablifhment of Colonies in that 
diftant quarter of the world. | 


Tuts Nation has been too long unhappily di- 
vided, though for fome time paft certain gleams 
of hope have broke forth, which threaten the Em- 
pire of Faction with a downfal, and portend the 
full reftoration of the Empire of Reafon. This 
is not a time for divided counfels ; and nothing 
but unanimity and quick difpatch can fave our 


bleeding State, 
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WE are alfo paft the era of fmooth compli- 
ments and kind conceflions: We know the fruits 
we have hitherto reaped, and from their tafte and 
relith have little reafon to be pleafed with ei- 
ther, : 


Ir is too late to deplore that fuch a queftion 
of Right has ever been moved or afferted; and 
to look back to circumftances which, inftead of 
adminiftering relief, only tend ful further to puz- 
zie and inthrall us, is an idle and unprofitable 
watte of time. 


WHAT remains now to he done, is to efta- 
blith a wife and folid plan of Government, found- 
ed upon great Commercial Principles, whereby 
the true policy of the Navigation AG may be 
ftill further advanced, our Englifh Plantation 
Trade referved to this Nation, and their firm 
-dependance on the Parent State effectually fe- 
cured. When the Colonies encourage and en- 
creafe our fhipping, maintain a good corref{pond- 
ence and kindnefs with us, and keep in a firm 
dependance upon us; when they give a free and 
uninterrupted vent to our manufactures and 
commodities, render our navigation more fafe 
and cheap, by making this Kingdom a {taple 
not only of the commodities of the Plantations, 
but alfo of the commodities of other Countries 
and places for the fupplying of them; then do 
they nobly anfwer the wife ends and purpofes 7 
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the feveral Aéts of N avigation, and the evident 
intention of this Kingdom in the eftablifhment 
of Englifh Plantations. But if thefe defigns are 
fruftrated, or any thing is innovated which may 
interfere with thefe general and comprehenfive 
views, Colonies become a Jeourge, inftead of a 
bleffing, tothe Parent State.’ It has been well 
obferved by a Writer on Trade, many years ago, 
‘« ‘That Colonies are a ftrength to their Mother 
‘“ Country, while they are ftriétly made to ob- 
ferve the fundamental laws of their original 
Country, and while they are kept dependent 
on it; but otherwife, they are worfe than 
Memberslopped from the Body Politic; being 
like offenfive arms, wrefted from a nation to 
be turned againft it, as occafion thall ferve.” 
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THERE cannot, then, remain a fingle doubt, 
but the loofe fituation of things in our Ameri- 
can Colonies requires a {peedy reformation, and 
demands the full exertion of the Legiflature of 
this Kingdom to remedy fubfifting evils before 
they grow rooted and confirmed, by bringing 
the Colonifts into fo good and found a ftate, that 
every part of thofe diftant territories may enjoy 
its due proportion of nutriment, and thereby be 
fitted and difpofed to promote the intereft, ho- 
nour, and dignity of Great Britain, their Head, 
Mother, and Protedtrefs, | 
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Tur refources of this Nation are many and 
various, and the ways whereby we may vindi- 
cate ourfelves are both obvious and numerouss 
but I forbear to point out plans, and modes or 
forms of doing things, thefe being points of 

ublic bufinefs which private men, who fee not 
the finer movements of the Political Machine, 
cannot fo properly determine. 


Ir is, no doubt, a matter of infinite regret, 
and muft give pain and anguifh to a tender 
mind, when admonition and forbearance prove 
too feeble to effect a cure, But wife men 
know, that violent remedies muft fometimes 
be applied to obftinate difeafes. In the two 
grand Rebellions of 1715 and 1y45, we were 
cruelly compelled to put to the {word, and 
bring to condign punifhment, our deluded 
fellow-fubjeéts, born and bred on the fame 
Iland with ourfelves, and connected by a 
thoufand ties of intereft, blood, and friend- 
fhip, with the beft people in the land. Rivers 
of tears flowed down many an honeft cheek ; 
grey hairs were brought with forrow to the 
srave; and the hearts of men, though trou- 
bled and afflicted, patiently fubmitted, and ac- 
knowledged that Severity was Juftice. 


For my own part, I think it far more 
honourable for this Nation to run even the 
ri{que 
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rifaue of Jofing her Colonies in afferting her 
juft Rights (an event little to be dreaded !)than 
to retain them on bafe and ignoble terms. 
This Kingdom holds nothing under a weak, 
contefted title: there is not a fingle ray that 
adorns the Imperial Crown of England, but 
what has been obtained by the nobleft kind 
of purchafe. _V/e. enjoy no cafual advantages 
under grace and favour: The fpirit and fwords 
of our ancettors have made us the terror of 
Nations; and it will be a prodigy indeed, if 
their pofterity fhould crouch and'tamely yield 
to thofe who owe this Kingdom allegiance and 
dutiful fubmifiion. | 


Tue Romans. fo well tempered their laws 
and regulations, that whilit they made’ their 
Colonies ufeful in a commercial view to the 
Commonwealth at large, they took careat the 
fame time to fecure the reverence and’ refpect 
of the Colonies to their Mother City. And 
hence it was that they afforded fuch noble and 
generous {upport to the Roman State, when 
they’ were exhaufted, funk, and almoft de- 
{ponding under the prefiure of difafters, difap- 
pointments, and loffes, in the fecond Punick 
Wal. 


Wuat [have urged in this Letter, is on a 
fuppofition that the Colonies mean to perfitt 


in their unnatural oppofition to the laws and 
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regulations of the Parent-State. But if the 
Colonies fhould fpeedily difcover fymptoms 
of contrition, and adopt fome temperate and 
cautious maxims, whereby any opening may 
be given to this Country to {trike out a plan 
that may fave its own honour, and at the 
fame time prevent eftufion of blood; I mott 
fincerely wifh that the ultima ratio Regu 


may be wholly laid afide. 


I sax conclude this long but interefting 
Letter with the advice of Cardinal Richlieu 
to Lewis XIII. ‘ After having fpoken of 
«* the divers Orders the State is compofed of, 
«© I have but little to fay in the main, but 
«¢ that, as the whole only fubfifts by the 
‘* union of its parts in their order and natu-. 
“‘ ral fituation; fo this great Kingdom can 
«* never flourifh, unlefs your Majefty takes 
‘< careto keep the Bodies which compofe it 
<’ in their order.—As it is moft certain, 
‘¢ (adds he) that the elements which are ca- 
‘«* pable of weight, have none when they are 
«in their place; fo it is certain, that none 
‘© of the Orders of your State will prove bur- 
«© thenfome to the other, while each doth re- 
«© main in the place which its birth hath 
‘* affigned.” 


London, I am, dear fire 


Now. 28, 1774- Your moft Obedient Servant. 















































































































































































































































: 


am 
nite 


ee, 
‘4 
iw 





t 











io 





